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Hunter Industries: Setting the Standard for Green Design

By Gary Baker, vice president of Smith Consulling
Archifects, and LEED-accredifed professional

As one ol the larges] private employars in San
Marcos, Calif. and ona of the world's leading
manufaciurers of landscaps irgation squipmeant
far residential, commercial and golt coursa
ndustries, Hunter industries is the standarnd beanar
for its industry and the community in which i =
based.

Cwvar the past 25 years, the firm has ulilized
cufting-@dge technology m a successiul approach
toward revolubonizing its industry. Once again,
Humber Industies i i the diivers saal, as it
applas ihat sama approach owand developing a
state-ol-an taciity 10 house its sales, marketing,
customer sarvics and distribution warehouse,
slated lo opan in 2007. The new project features
44,270 square fest of common and office space
with 85,000 square feet for warehouse space and distributicn oparations

By incorporating ieading technologies inlo tha new design, Hunter Indusides is demonsiraling s commitment io the
anvironment and thi frm's aconomic prowass. The building s LEED-regisiered, and designed by Smith Consuliing
Architects of San Diego, Cabil. I iIncorporates solar and dayiight harvasting techniguas on a massive scale comparabls
o the company's slalus in the community,

What is LEED?

LEED siands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. It 15 a points-based graen building carification system

wilh & total of 59 points avaitabie in six calegones. The ULS. Green Buiiding Council provides tha rating systam, the

predominant standard in the country. LEED has four award levels based on the number of envitonmentally related points

g;ﬂ;ﬁ;ﬂ El:n.r a naw bullding project: Canified [26-32 points); Siver (33-38 points); Gokd (39-51 paints); and Platinum (52-
5.

LEEDYs emaronmental categories include Susiainable Sites, Waler EMiciency, Enargy and Almosphere, Malenals and
Rasources, Indoor Environmental Guality and Innovation and Design.

What Makes the Bullding Unlque

The key point of infarest with the Hunter Industries faciity, which is expected 1o recaive i LEED-canifiad designation,
ravelvas around IS use of revanus-genarating, energy-producing systems. Two independent photovoltaic (py) sysiems
generating a total of 160-220 kilowatts (kw) of power will be ocated on the root of the buliding, The first Is an BD kw pv
Sysiom inal will provide 100 percant of the daytime lighting naeds for the entfire bullding and has a payback period undar
five yaars. A1 thal point, e building will continue 1o be subskdized with free energy, thus giving Hunter a compatitive
ecge and saving 40 tong of palluting hydrocarbans fram enterng the atmosphers each year.

The sacond B0-140 kw (tha final size = still to be determined) py system results irom a unigue collaboration batween the
local utiity company, San Diego Gas & Electric (SOGEE), and Huntar Industries. This second pyv systam is made
possibla by Hunter's commitment 1o saving 26 percant more enargy than the stingant Calilomia Tile 24 Energy
standards, and in doing so the progact qualifies for the Sustalinable Communities Program

A Mutually Benaeficlal Partnership

Linger the Sustainable Communities Program, the 80 to 140 kw sysiem will be owned and operated by SDGAE and
located on roof area leased 10 them by Hunter Indusiries. This collaboration will genarate some direct incomea from the
lease to Hunter Indusines while simulianeously allowing SDGAE o provide snough power back to the wiiity grid 1o
supply electnicity equal to the use of 40-70 single tamily homes. The solar power generaled will save an additional 40 to
140 tans of hydrocarbons from enfering the aimosphere sach year

Pian Early to Save Mare

Taking advantage of the financial incentives offered try wtilty companies like SDGAE means doing your homawork and
starfing sarly. SDGAE's New Construction represantalive sat with both the Hunter Industies and Smith Consulfing
Architects teams to detarming the approprale program approach and sligibility reguiremants lor specific daesign
assistance senvicaes and cash incantives. Requinemants vary by ulility, but some o the qualiicalions réquited are;

» Projecis must be lcated within the service territory of San Diego Gas & Electric, Pacific Gas and Elactric
Company, Southam Califemia Edison Compary, Sacramantn Municipal Uitlity District or Southam Cabifoman
Gas Company;

®  Ing project must be 8 new constructan, addition or axpansion project; or

® 4 major ranovationremededing project thal invoives building system redesign. load Increass or change of
COCUPANCY.

Resources abound hor designars and developers who wani i know all their oplions and avafiabie inceniives for buliding
green. Detalled program information |s available through local ulliity websites {e.g. www sdge.com) or by contacting tha
utility company directly

The Inside High-"Lights"

Tha 100.000-square oot warahouse porticn of the bullding will have 100 parcent of its daylighting needs mal with 162
daylight harvasting units provided by Daylight Tncrmnlugy These innovative fixtures provide diffused, natural Igmmg n
a singha unit that also includes physical suppart for the B0 kw pv sysiem, ihe backup/might lighting (T-5 fadures), mobion
and Bgh sansors. This fully salf-contalined wnil decreases the need for the indapendent suppon and roof penelrations
typecally raduired by aach component If instalied separataly, saving money and reducing the potential for roof leaks

Smitn Cansulting Architacts also created a “green wall,® or vines that are supported on & metal gid, which will block i
sun's heat from much of the extarior walls of the Dullding white reducing the parcelved scale of the 45-fool high walls.

Additional green of sustainatde measunas inclede an Enosrgy Star “cool roal,® manuiactured by Mansville Corpomtion
and designed o reduco haat gain, high efficiency mechanical equipment; and user fiendly interior finish materials that
have low or no off-gassing lram valalile crganic compounds, or VOCs, which ara normally present in paind, carpal,
wallpaper, msulabon and glua

Taking Advaniage of Technology and Opportunity

Huntar Industres is cne of many companias working to lsad the way in enargy efficient and sustainable development
within 1he comporate sactor. Thanks 1o growing ledoral, state and local suppan o the way of linancial incentives, the
affort is becoming easiar 10 underake sach yaar. In addition, manufacturers are recognizing theré ks a strong and
walcoming markat for ranswable and non-vOC produects for use by designers and developers

AS the technological advances in the devalopmant of thess products Improve, wa will ses prices fall and the availability
of such products increasa evan more. Hunler Industnes and olhara ane &l e foraireni of changing how the corporate
Sactor can and should stand as an exampie of the bast ways of taking advantage of thaese improvements in technology,
and masling the accaptance - and even expectation - of § pubbic that wanis o work in an environmeant as safe as the
ona thay choage 1o lha in &8l home,

Gary Bakar = wioe prastdent of Smith Consulling Architects, & mutt-discipling design MM groviding ful-service manning,
Archifectura amnd imfenas dasign. He 5 also 8 LEED-acoredited professional. Founded in 1988 by Cheryl (Dennia) Smith,
the company has specialized expertise in redail, diofechnology, manuiacherng, and indugiial faciiies. Having fvice
bgan awarmsd NAIOP San Dego Chiapter's Architec! of the Year (2001 and 2003), Smith Consuliing Archifects (s also a
L&, Graan Buiding Councll L EED 2.0 Acoredited office, with xperiisa in sustaingble design. Smith Consuwifing
Arcihitects is comprised of 33 dasign and support professionals, with offices localed in San Diege and Palm Desen

Caif. Mors informabion about the company can be found af www sca-sd com
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